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Charles Renner, a lawyer at Husch 
Blackwell LLP, says he discovered his 
passion for development during a 
clerkship after his first year of law school 
at the University of Missouri-Kansas City.
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Being a Kansas City development 
attorney has become more challenging 
in the past couple of years as residents 
and taxing jurisdictions ramp up 
opposition to incentives, particularly for 
projects in stable or thriving areas.

Charles Renner of Husch Blackwell LLP, 
however, has thrived because of his 
belief in civic engagement and knack for 
crafting win-win solutions.

For instance, with Gallery Green, an $80 
million mixed-use project next to Crown 
Center, Renner recently helped his 
clients win a 25-year, 60 percent property tax abatement after a 
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citizens group threatened to petition for a public vote to block 
incentives.

That was avoided through extensive negotiations, and in the end, 
Gallery Green was held up as an example of how developers and taxing 
jurisdictions that forgo revenue as a result of incentives should work 
together toward compromise.

One point Renner pitched during talks: About $1.5 million of the 
unabated property tax revenue Gallery Green will generate for the city 
will flow into a new Shared Success Fund, created to support 
development on the East Side.

The Shared Success Fund grew, in part, out of what some had referred 
to as the Renner Plan — an idea the attorney crafted after hearing 
incentive foes ask for an economic development policy that generates 
more benefits throughout the broader community.

What about Renner Boulevard? Do you have a road named after you, 
too?

No, I think that was named after the Adam Renner farm in Johnson 
County years ago. I’m from a family of farmers, too, but our tree was 
planted quite a ways from here. I grew up on a dairy farm in a very rural 
town in Northern California called Ferndale.

Any early family influences?

My grandfather, Ervin Renner, was probably the biggest mentor for me. 
He grew up on a dairy farm and got drafted into the war, World War II. 
He ended up losing his legs and several fingers in the Battle of the 
Bulge. After he got shot up, a medic running over to help got shot and 
killed. So my grandfather was left for dead in the snow for three days 
with the body of the medic next to him.
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After he was finally rescued, his legs were amputated, and he wore real 
heavy-duty wooden legs; prosthetics were not what they are now. But 
when he came back, he went to work for the VFW, helping other 
veterans returning from the war, and I never heard him complain, 
grouse or show any frustration about the challenges he faced.

What brought you to Kansas City?

I started college at Sacramento State, and all the way through college I 
was working in management for UPS. It was the UPS job that brought 
me here; they transferred me to Kansas City. I was already married and 
got a good sense that Kansas City was the right place to raise a family. 
And I had this law school idea in the back of my head, so eventually I 
left UPS and went to law school at UMKC.

Wait, you worked a full-time management job while going to college 
full time?

I was in warehouse management, so I’d start like at 3 a.m. and work till 
late morning, and then I’d go to school during the day. I had to pay the 
rent.

Did your cow-milking experience prepare you for that schedule?

It’s funny you say that. On a dairy farm, that really is the deal. The cows 
were getting milked twice a day, and so work there was starting at 3 in 
the morning.

How did you end up specializing in real estate and development law?

I clerked after my first year of law school with two lawyers here in 
town. One was a litigator, which I thought I wanted to do at that point. 
The other was a real estate lawyer, and I ended up working with him a 
lot that summer. I discovered I had a real passion for real estate and 
development work, and I started to figure out my path after that. I got 
my law degree in 2000 and went to work for King Hershey. The real 
estate lawyer I’d worked with, Mark Untersee, used to work with Dick 
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King. So I was aware of them, and Dick and his firm were looking to 
hire somebody.

Why did you go from King Hershey, a boutique firm, to Husch?

Toward the end of 2002, I started thinking about different ways to 
grow my practice and career. So I started talking to some other places 
and was lucky enough to end up at what was then Husch & 
Eppenberger. They had been doing some work for Julia Irene Kauffman
and were looking at working on the performing arts center. But they 
didn’t have a development lawyer in the office. So at the same time I 
was looking, they were looking, and it ended up as a spectacular 
opportunity.

How did you become so adept at bringing people together?

Dick King was an important mentor, and one thing he did was 
introduce me to Kansas City Consensus. ... We spent a lot of time 
working with stakeholders, whether it was dealing with Union Station 
or racial inequality or mental health, and you could see how quality 
stakeholder involvement can really get you to good results. The more 
and earlier public discussion happens, the more you can prevent 
people from boxing themselves into a position that makes getting to a 
solution more challenging. Also, I learned that if you take a couple of 
steps back, really listen and understand what goals folks have, the 
differences narrow. That’s part of your job as an attorney — to narrow 
issues and get to an end result.

Charles Renner

Title: Partner and leader of the development and public/private 
partnership practice for Husch Blackwell LLP

Education: Bachelor’s in political science and government, 1997, and 
law degree, 2000, University of Missouri-Kansas City
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Family: Wife, Kelli; daughter, Caroline, 12; sons Mason, 9, and Oliver, 18 
months

Hobbies: Distance running, coaching youth sports

Rob Roberts
Reporter 
Kansas City Business Journal
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